Keiko Chiba 

Minister of Justice

1-1-1 Kasumigaseki

Chiyoda-ku 

Tokyo 100-8977
Japan
Dear Minister

I am writing to You to draw Your attention to the case of Hakamada Iwao who has been sentenced to death after an unfair trial. I express my deepest concern that Hakamada Iwao was convicted mainly on the basis of a confession extracted under duress. Therefore I urge You to ensure that Hakamada Iwao is granted a retrial that meets international fair trial standards, including full access to lawyers of his own choice. 
I also call on You to 

· reform or abolish the daiyo kangoku to bring it into line with international standards;

· improve prison conditions for those on death row, in accordance with the recommendations of the UN Human Rights Committee;

· introduce a moratorium on executions and commute the sentences of all those currently on death row.
Yours sincerely

