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APPENDIX 1: MAP OF NORTH KOREA
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THE CRUMBLING STATE OF HEALTH CARE
IN NORTH KOREA

Nearly one million people died when famine hit the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea (North Korea) in the early 1990s. Today, food
shortages and a broader economic crisis continue. The government’s
delayed and inadequate response to the food crisis has had a
devastating impact on the health of the population.

In this report, Amnesty International documents how widespread and
chronic malnutrition has triggered epidemics and illnesses related to
poor diet, such as tuberculosis and anaemia. Interviews with North
Koreans depict a country that in theory has a universal health care
system but in practice struggles to provide even the most basic service.
Health facilities are rundown and prone to frequent power cuts. Medical
personnel often do not receive salaries and many hospitals function
without medicines and other essentials. As doctors have begun charging
for their services, the poor find it increasingly difficult to access
medical care.

People have little or no access to public health information. When ill,
many buy medication, including narcotics, from local markets and seek
medical advice from unqualified individuals.

In North Korea, the right to health cannot be separated from the food
insecurity that has gripped the country for almost two decades. The
government must take urgent steps to address food shortages and the
crumbling health care system. Those who face the greatest barriers in
accessing health services should be prioritized by the equitable
distribution of health facilities throughout the country.





